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CITY BREAK
TRAVEL

Escorted Holidays

Sorrento & The Bay of Naples

Flying direct from London Stansted, departing Jun & Jul, Sept & Oct 2015, May
to Jul, Sept & Oct 2016

8
£399.00
days from

per person

SAVE £50
2016 EARLY
BOOKING
OFFER*
Join us in one of the Mediterranean’s
most spectacular corners, a stunning
coastline of colourful towns bustling
with life, glorious views and warm
waters. Choose between world-famous
Sorrento or its overlooking neighbour,
Sant’ Agata, and enjoy well-priced
optional excursions, including Pompeii’s
haunting ruins, enchanting Capri and
the scenic Amalfi Coast.

Our price includes
• Return flights to Italy direct from

London Stansted
• Seven nights’ bed and breakfast
accommodation at the Villa Angelina
in Sant’ Agata (half-board and a
range of upgrade hotels in Sant’
Agata and Sorrento are available for
a supplement)
• Return airport to hotel transfers
• One suitcase allowance per person
• The services of a tour manager

*Book by 30 Jun 2015. Quote code B9QAMB & save £50 per
booking on advertised prices. Applies to Apr to Oct 2016
departures & may be withdrawn any time

Seville, Granada & Classic Spain

Flying direct from London Stansted, departing Jun, Oct & Nov 2015, Mar to Jun,
Aug to Nov 2016

6
days from
£499.00
per person

Our price includes
• Return flights to Malaga direct from
London Stansted
• Guided, escorted visits to Seville,

On the ALE TRAIL
Darryl Webber heads to Norwich to get a taste of the forthcoming City of Ale festival

I

like Norwich and I like
beer so when I was
invited to go to the city’s
annual ale festival I
jumped at the chance.

I've been to Norwich many
times but never really visited
that many pubs so this was a
chance to explore the city's
famous range of hostelries.
I remember being told once
that Norwich used to have a
pub for every day of the year.
I'm not sure if that was ever
true but the City of Ale
festival celebrates the pubs it
has now and there's an
impressive diversity.
Set up five years ago, the
City Of Ale festival has been a
great success and is unique in
the UK. While other beer
festivals are about putting a
load of beer and a load of
people together in one place
(nothing wrong with that, of
course), the City Of Ale gets
people to visit pubs and get to
know them. It’s a simple idea
but a very good one.

SAVE £50
2016 EARLY
BOOKING
OFFER*
Based in quintessentially Andalusian
town Antequera, this holiday includes
full-day visits to Granada – with
entrance to the Alhambra – hill-topped
Ronda and glorious, historic Seville, the
‘City of Flamenco’.

CHEERS: Dawn Leeder and Philip Cutter, co-chairs of City Of Ale, raise a glass to this year’s event which starts this week

Granada and Ronda
• Entrance to the Alhambra
• Comfortable coach travel throughout
• Five nights’ bed & breakfast
accommodation at the three-star
Hotel Las Villas de Antikaria in
Antequera (half-board and upgrade
hotel available for supplements)
• The services of a Tour Manager

*Book by 30 Jun 2015. Quote code B9QAMB & save £50 per
booking on advertised prices. Applies to Apr to Oct 2016
departures & may be withdrawn any time

Call us on 0330 160 7739 Quote EVE
Or visit us newmarketholidays.co.uk/eve
Calls are charged at a standard local rate. Operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812, ATOL protected 2325. Prices are
per person, based on 2 sharing. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Terms and conditions apply. These suppliers
are independent of Local World. When you respond, the holiday supplier and Local World may contact you with offers/services
that may be of interest. Please give your mobile or email details if you wish to receive such offers by SMS or email. We will not give your details to other
companies without your permission.

The 10-day celebration
starts this Thursday, May 21
and runs to the end of the
month showcasing what the
city has for ale enthusiasts.
Last year, 44 public houses
and 39 breweries took part so
there’s no shortage of places
for the beer lover to visit.
I started my ale odyssey at
Lamb Inn in Orford Place,
which is just off the city’s
main shopping area – which
I’ll certainlyi bear in mind on
future shopping excursions.
Tucked away from the street,
you can hear the lively
courtyard area of the pub
before you see it.
Inside the pub is traditional
with dark red walls, exposed
brickwork and an impressive
fireplace which I settled by in
the comfort of a Chesterfield
armchair.
My first pint was Sirius Dog
Star from the Wolf Brewery at

Besthorpe near Attleborough,
not far from Norwich. It was a
very good start, a ruby red ale
full of fruity flavour.
Like a lot of Norwich’s pubs,
The Lamb has a long history,
with this hostelry dating back
to an inn known as The Holy
Lamb in the early 12th
century.
There are a lot of ghost
stories about The Lamb such
as the so-called ‘storytelling
landlord’ John Aggis who was
brutally murded by his
brother-in-law in 1787. His
ghost is reputedly a friendly
one though I didn’t make his
acquaintance on my visit nor
did I meet the ghost of the
Shady Motor Cyclist who was
found dead in the courtyard in
1979.
The pub has undergone
various misfortunes over the
years, including floods and
fires, but it remains a jolly
place... by day anyway.
My next destination spoke
for itself. Murderers, also
know as the Gardeners Arms,
in Timber Hill just over the
road from The Lamb, has its
own grisly history and hence
the name.
The evident popularity and
friendliness of the place belies
its dark past which is relayed
to me by landlord Philip
Cutter who just happens to be
the founder of the City Of Ale
festival.
He also introduces me to the
concept of beer tapas, where
you get three different ales in
third of a pint glasses that fit
into a handy wooden paddle.
And so I get to try three more
beers – Lacons’ Four Kisses,
Woodfords Wherry and Edith
Cavell, another Wolf Brewery
special. All very moreish.
Friendly, enthusiastic and
knowledgeable, Philip tells me
about the stories that have
earned the pub its name.
Firstly, there’s the tale of the

prostitute who murdered a
client here in 1890 because he
wouldn’t pay up. But Philip
tells me that story is a bit iffy.
Apparently the real murder
here was in 1895 when an
ex-soldier bludgeoned to death
his estranged wife. The pub
has been known as both
Murderers and The Gardeners
since then and photographs of
notorious killers from around
the world can be found on the
walls.
Far from putting people off,
Philip says this sort of story
draws people in and makes
people recognise what role
pubs play in the social history
of a place.
As founder and co-chair of
City Of Ale, he’s seen the
event grow in popularity each
year and says it’s much more
than just a glorified pub crawl.
“City of Ale is about
celebrating Norwich,” says
Philip. “That’s what makes it
work, it’s the sum of all its
parts. It’s about local beers
and brewers as well as the
pubs.
“I think City Of Ale has put
Norwich on the beer map,” he
adds.
Speaking of which, I get

back on to my own personal
beer map and head to another
nearby haunt, the Walnut Tree
Shades in Old Post Office
Court which is a different
proposition again. A 17th
century building whose cellar
is said to connect to a maze of
underground tunnels, it’s a
pretty rock ‘n’ roll pace now
with Jimi Hendrix, The Doors
and Van Morrisson blaring
out.
Perhaps the most intriguing
venue on my visit was Mr
Postles in Upper King Street.
In the city’s Tombland area.
This bar recreates a 1920s
style chemist or apothecary
and serves up intriguing
cocktails with names like
meringue martini and cherry
bakewell. It also has a wide
range of bottled beer and craft
ales so it’s a definite must on
the list of places to go.
That’s the thing with
Norwich, there are so many
good pubs and bars to visit , I
felt like I’d only really
scratched the surface. But it’s
always nice to leave
somewhere wanting more and
knowing you’ll come back and
find new places. To
paraphrase Arnie: Ale be
back!

FACTFILE
Norwich City of Ale 2015
runs from May 21 to 31. Find
out more about the pubs
taking part, ale trails and
events at
http://cityofale.org.uk/2015/
Follow the festival on Twitter:
@CityofAle
Where to stay:
Norwich Holiday Inn North,
Cromer Road Norwich. NR6
6JA. (Currently undergoing a
£2.5m refurbishment)
Tel: 01603 410544
www.hinorwich.com
Prices start from £79 for a
double room with bed and

breakfast
Email: reservations@
hinorwich.com
Holiday Inn Norwich City
Carrow Road, Norwich NR1
1HU
Tel: 0870 890 1000
Prices start from £80 for a
double room with bed and
breakfast
www.holidayinn.com/
norwichcity
Email: reservations.hinorwich
city@kewgreen.co.uk
Find out more about places
to go in Norwich at
www.visitnorwich.co.uk

